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HERSETH                              SANDLIN TRIBAL LAW ENFORCEMENT PRIORITIES APPROVED                              BY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
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Bill                              includes More than $1.2 Million Requested by Herseth                              Sandlin for Law Enforcement

 5 / 20



Herseth Sandlin Secures Funding for Tribal Law Enforcement

June                              9, 2009, Washington, DC-
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Legislation passed                              today by the Appropriations Committee includes more                              than $1.2 million in funding requested by Rep. Herseth                              Sandlin for five law enforcement priorities in South                              Dakota. Most of the funding requested by Herseth Sandlin,                              which was included in the Commerce, Justice and Science                              Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2010, supports                              the improvement and enhancement of law enforcement                              on reservations across South Dakota. 
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“Improving                              law and order in Indian Country is one of my top priorities                              in Congress,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “Although                              we are in the very preliminary stages of the federal                              budgeting process, I’m pleased that members                              of the Appropriations Committee recognize the need                              to provide more resources so tribal law enforcement                              officers are able to do their jobs effectively. Going                              forward, it’s critical that we not only recognize                              the need for more resources for law enforcement for                              tribes but also make the necessary structural changes                              to ensure safety in Indian Country.” 
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The                              funding requested by Herseth Sandlin in the bill includes:
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Standing                              Rock Sioux Tribe Child Protection Services--$350,000                              
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                             The Standing Rock Child Protection Services provides                              foster care and protective services to the Native                              residents of the reservation. In FY08, the program                              served 230 children in foster care per month and 400                              “Investigation of Reports of Child Abuse and                              Neglect” were completed. There are four case                              managers and two social workers, and the case load                              for these workers is about 25-30 cases each. The national                              average caseload for social workers/case managers                              is 15 cases. FY10 funding would enable the tribe to                              hire 8 additional positions and therefore increase                              the quality and quantity of services provided. This                              project is a valuable use of taxpayer funds because                              it will enable Standing Rock to serve more children                              in need throughout its North Dakota and South Dakota                              communities.
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Lower                              Brule Sioux Tribe Boys &amp; Girls Club--$300,000                              
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                             Lower Brule Boys &amp; Girls Club would utilize FY10                              funds for drug &amp; alcohol prevention, gang prevention,                              and community awareness activities. Currently, the                              tribe serves a total of 215 youth from the ages of                              6 through 18 years of age. Increased funding would                              enable the tribe to reach more children and to better                              serve its current club members. 
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Sisseton-Wahpeton                              Oyate Transition Assistance--$110,000 
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                             The Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate would use FY10 funding                              to develop policies and procedures, materials, handbooks,                              and to train tribal detention officers as they work                              to establish their Community Justice and Rehabilitation                              Center (Oyate Woazani Yuteca Tipi). The Community                              Justice and Rehabilitation Center’s mission                              is to provide a comprehensive program to help offenders                              reach a “state of balance” prior to their                              release by co-locating and integrating behavioral                              health services with the detention facility. The facility                              is designed to build on the tribe’s existing                              restorative justice, drug court, and three State Accredited                              treatment programs, and would expand these current                              programs into a full continuum of services consistent                              with correction and behavioral health “best                              practices.” When complete, the center will serve                              both adult and juvenile offenders. 
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Oglala                              Sioux Tribe Department of Public Safety--$165,000
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                             FY10 funding would enable the Oglala Sioux Tribe to                              maintain the current number of law enforcement officers                              by supporting officer salaries, training, equipment,                              and related operations. 

 17 / 20



Herseth Sandlin Secures Funding for Tribal Law Enforcement

Charles                              Mix Country 911 System Upgrade--$100,000 
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                             Charles Mix County is located in southeastern South                              Dakota, and the county population is approximately                              9,400 residents, including the Yankton Sioux Indian                              Reservation. FY10 funds would provide new technology                              and expand the dispatch center to properly house this                              equipment. This equipment will include computer-aided                              dispatching programs and new mapping technology. 
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